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Patriarchate of Alexandria and all Africa 

Holy Metropolis of Good Hope (Cape Town) 
 

Visit to Robertson  

Holy Church of St Mary of Egypt 

   

 

In July, Pater George and Presvetera, from the Holy 

Church of Saint George in East London, and 

Archimandrite Evlogios from the Holy Church of the 

Archangels, in George, accompanied by a visitor, 

Archimandrite Vasilios from Athens, paid a visit to Cape 

Town for a few days. 

We were fortunate to have all three of them, and 

including deacon Michali serve at a Sunday Liturgy at 

the Holy Cathedral of Saint George in Woodstoock. 
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The “Betanië Bedehuis” (Bethany House 

of Prayer) is the centre for a mission to 

Afrikaans speakers on the outskirts of 

the town of Robertson, nestling under 

the majestic Langeberg Mountains in a 

beautiful and tranquil valley. Although 

the number of people who attend 

services in Robertson is not large at the 

moment, contacts with people who have 

an interest in getting to know the 

Orthodox Church have been established 

country-wide, and a great deal of 

translation work of liturgical texts is 

being done and these liturgical texts are 

then set to music for use in any parish 

where there may be a need for Afrikaans 

services. “Betanië” was founded with 

the express intention of being a source 

and resource for making our Orthodox 

faith, which is practically unknown 

among Afrikaans speakers, known and 

available to them. After Zulu and Xhosa, 

Afrikaans is the third largest language in 

South Africa and is spoken by more than 

5 million people 

 Hieromonk Father Zacharias van Wyk 

htpp://afrikaansortodoks.wordpress.com 

 

 

 

 

Hellenic  Community of Cape Town 

Main Committee 

 

http://afrikaansortodoks.wordpress.com/
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Saint Mamas Day 2012--annual blessing of household pets 

Sponsored by Purina Pet Foods 

Well another St Mamas Day under our belts and as ever, it went 

very well. The kids were totally blown away and some asked if 

we can do this at Christmas again!!!!  

And despite all the nerves and worry and everything due to the 

weather, it finally turned out to be another great and memorable 

event and just goes to show that God always does sort it out in 

the end. Those that missed it --- well, hopefully they will have 

next time to share the good vibes with us. 

It’s a very special occasion for me. Animals are very important 

to me and I am so glad that it has become one of our most-loved 

annual kids’ functions. 

Written by: Pepe Sofianos 
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 Holy Great Martyr Mamas was born 

in Asia Minor in the third century of 

pious and illustrious parents, he 

Christians Theodotus and Rufina. His 

parents were arrested by the pagans 

for their open confession of their 

faith imprisoned where they both 

perished. 

A rich Christian widow named Ammia 

took the boy into her own home and 

raised him as her own son. 

After he was almost drowned for his 

faith, an angel of the Lord saved him 

and bade him to live in the 

wilderness. Soon he received a 

remarkable power over the forces of 

nature: wild beasts inhabiting the 

surrounding wilderness became his 

friends and he could communicate 

with them.  

He nourished himself on the milk of 

the wild goats and deer. Preparing 

cheese from this milk he gave it away 

freely to the poor. Saint Mamas was 

tortured and died for Christ at the 

age of fifteen years old, on 2 

September. http://full-of-grace-and-

truth.blogspot.com/2009/09/st-mamas-

great-martyr.html 
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The highlight of 

the day!  

our traditional fire 

and marshmallow 

roasting! 

The children were 

in their 

element……….. 
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